Master of Data Science (MDS) - Information for Re-Enrolling Students
The information below is provided to clarify the Master of Data Science course rules for re-enrolling students. As such, this information only applies to students who commenced the Master of Data Science course in or before 2025. 
All commencing 2026 Master of Data Science students should refer to the 2026 handbook for their course rules. 
	Q:
	Do I have to follow the 2026 course structure in order to graduate?

	A: 
	No. Students who commenced in or before 2025 can meet their course requirements by following the handbook rules published in any year they were enrolled.
For example - 
Students who commenced in 2025 can graduate by following the 2025 handbook rules: https://www.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/year2025/coursedetails?code=62530#course-overview.
Students who commenced in 2024 can graduate by following the 2024 or 2025 handbook rules: https://www.handbooks.uwa.edu.au/year2024/coursedetails?code=62530#course-overview. 
However, it’s important to note that you must follow one handbook in full. You cannot mix and match course structure rules from different handbook years. The course structure you choose to follow must form a complete and valid study plan under that specific handbook. The only exception to this is if specific units included in previous handbooks are no longer available as they have been replaced by a new unit (see next Q).  

	Q:
	STAT4066 Bayesian Computing and Statistics was listed as a core unit in 2024/2025 handbooks but is no longer available in 2026. What unit should I enrol in to still meet my course requirements? 

	A:
	Students should enrol in unit STAT5405 Bayesian Computing and Statistics as this unit has replaced STAT4066. 

	
Q:
	How do the CITS5553 Data Science Capstone Project Unit pre-requisite changes impact me?

	A:
	From 2026 onwards, students will only be permitted to enrol in CITS5553 Data Science Capstone Project once they have successfully completed a minimum of 66 credit points (11 units). As a result, students should plan to take CITS5553 in their final (fourth) semester, to ensure they meet the pre-requisites and gain the most value from this capstone experience.
In 2026, CITS5553 will be offered only in Semester 2.	
From 2027 onwards, it will be offered in both Semester 1 and Semester 2.
In special circumstances, students may be permitted to take CITS5553 in their third semester (i.e., Sem 2, 2026), however this is subject to approval on a case-by-case basis. If you believe this applies to you, please prepare a study plan and seek advice from the EMS Student Office for approval.

	Q:
	I started my course in 2025, can I still follow the 2026 handbook rules? 

	A:
	Students can follow the 2026 handbook rules depending on the units they have already completed and whether they have enough credit points remaining in their course to meet the new rules.

For example, re-enrolling students can graduate following the 2026 handbook rules if their study plan can accommodate:
· Completing both STAT1400 and STAT2403 conversion units (i.e., you cannot mix and match 2025 conversion unit rules with 2026 conversion unit rules)
· Completing 18 points of Group A units (including at least 12 pts of Level 5)
· Completing 18 points of Group B units (including at least 6 pts of Level 5)
· Completing at most 6 points of Group C units

Students who cannot meet this requirement must follow the 2025 course rules.  


	Q:
	The 2026 MDS course is accredited at the professional level by ACS. If I meet the 2026 course rules, will my degree be considered an accredited professional program when I graduate?

	A: 
	No. Even if you meet all the 2026 course rules, only students who commenced the MDS in 2026 will graduate with an ACS-accredited qualification. 
Accreditation applies only to the cohort that starts within the period of accreditation, not to students who began earlier but choose to follow the updated rules. Re-enrolling students who complete the MDS following the 2026 rules are welcome to individually apply for ACS professional status if they wish.
For further information, see: https://www.acs.org.au/cpd-education/accredited-courses.html
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